Chapter 30.

AGENTS USED IN DERMATOLOG1C
PRACTICE

Dermatologic therapy employs both internal and external measures but is
dependent for the greater part upon local treatment. A wide range of therapeutic
agents has become associated with cutaneous therapy probably in part because
the pathogenesis and etiology of many skin diseases are little understood and also
because the pharmacology of several useful dormatologic preparations is yet to
be fully determined. Nonetheless, there is no branch of medicine with so many
possible remedies as in dermatologies therapy.

The choice of medicament and the form of treatment for a cutaneous disease
may vary with the experience and the art of tho therapist, and in many instances
the therapy is employed on a purely empiric basis. In general, however, tho
vehicles and the incorporated agents are selected on the basis of tho morphologic
characteristics (acute, subacute, or chronic), the localization, and tho diagnosis
of the eruption. The use of the selected drug and its vehicle is directed toward
attaining certain pharmacologic effects upon the disease process by way of the
inherent physical and chemical properties of tho medication.

Individual response to drugs cannot always bo predicted but bettor therapeutic
results can be expected by properly employing those drugs whose pharmacologio
effects are reasonably well established.

The following may be used aa a basic grouping of pharmacologio effects, and of
the vehicles (carriers) and incorporated active agents used in topical therapy to
obtain these effects,

PHARMACOLOGIC EFFECTS

Anti-infective (antibaclerial, antifungus, antiparasific).

Destruction or the inhibition of growth of bacteria, fungi, or parasites on tho
skin.

Antibacterial
Antibiotics:

Aureomycin, U. S, P.

Bacitracln, N. N, R.

Tyrothrlcin Solution, U, S. P.
Mercurials:

Ammoniatod Mercury, U. S. P. (1-10%)

Mercury Bichloride, U. S. P. (1:1,000)
Other:

Hydrogen Peroxide Solution, TJ. S. P,

lodochlorhydroxyquin, U, S, P. (Vioform)

Methylros aniline Chloride, N. F.

69NOL, U. S. P. Colorless or pale yellow liquid with pungent odor and
